March 13, 2005

Al Spiese
4086 Old Orchard Rd.
York PA 17402

This is a particularly intriguing and enticing report of an extremely rare vagrant to the
state. Unfortunately the review of the documentation resulted in a vote of 3 to 4 not to
accept the record. The main points reviewers cited as being problematic were as follows.

1. Thete was no description of the overall size and build of the bird, or a direct
compatison to another species such as Killdeer which was also present. Not to
suggest that you made such a mistake, but without a direct size comparison some
reviewers felt that it was not possible to rule out Semipalmated Plover.

2. One erroneous point was that August was late for a juvenile Killdeer. August is too
late for the appearance of most juvenile Killdeers but considering the possibility of a
second brood, or a late nesting attempt, it is certainly not out of the realm of
possibility.

3. You described the breast band as black but did not see any black on the head. For a
male Wilson’s it would be somewhat odd for the breast band to temain black while
the head had molted into the winter brown.

4. Finally there is no description of the rear third of the bird. For a species as rare as
Wilson’s Plover, a description of the whole bird is needed.

It commendable that you attempted to get photographs, and hopefully you can
appreciate that even though the committee did not accept the record it is not a vote of no
confidence in the identification but rather a recognition of the incompleteness of the
documentation. Many thanks for allowing the committee to archive your report.

Sincerely

Matt Sharp

Chair: Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee.
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Record No.: 258-01-2002

Pennsylvania Ornithological Records Committee

Voting Tabulation - Round One

Species: Wilson’s Plover (Charadrius wilsonia)

Date of Sighting: 15 August 2002 to 15 August 2002

Location: MOUTH OF CONEWAGO CREEK at SUSQUEHANNA RIVER
County: YORK

Observer(s): Al Spiese

Date of Submission: 2002
Submitted by: Al Speise

Written Description: Yes Photo: No Specimen: No Recording: No

Member ClassI | Classit | G2 @ S [ T Abstain
vB | 1vc | sV

G. Armistead x

D. Heathcote X '

P. Hess ‘ X

1. Stanley X

E. Witmer X

R. Leberman )<

M. Sharp X
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